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Abstract. Since 2024, English has become the language of international communication in Ukraine.
Learning English is an essential step towards Ukrainees integration into the international community. The
article deals with the issue of how interactive extracurricular activities improve students’ foreign language
communicative competence in institutions of secondary and out-of-school education.

The aim of the article is to analyze the role of extracurricular activities interactive extracurricular
activities in improving the foreign language communicative competence of students of secondary and out-of-
school education. The following theoretical methods were used to implement the research objectives: content
analysis and generalization of scientific research to determine the role of extracurricular activities
interactive extracurricular activities in improving the foreign language communicative competence of
students of secondary and out-of-school education, systematization and comparison of theoretical data to
identify the criteria and indicators of students’ foreign language communicative competence.

The fundamental principles, the most popular modern methods of learning a language, and the
criteria and indicators of the impact of extracurricular activities on the formation of students’ foreign
communicative competence are defined. It is wi concluded that extracurricular activities for learning a
foreign language have an important educational and developmental value for students, deepen knowledge of
a foreign language, promote the development of students’ creativity, and increase motivation to study the
language and culture of another country.

The practical implications of the research are significant, as they can inspire and guide the
development of effective language educational programs for secondary and out-of-school education
institutions in the system of professional teacher training and pedagogical practice of students. This research
confirms previous findings and contributes to our understanding of the formation of students’ foreign
communicative competence through digital resources.
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Introduction. Knowledge of the English language is essential for Ukrainian people
nowadays because English is the language of international communication, science and culture, and
it contributes to improving the socio-economic standards of each personality and nation.

As a result of the development of Ukraine’s policy on integration into the European Union,
the Law of Ukraine “On the Use of the English Language in Ukraine” entered into force on June 27,
2024 [17]. This step brings Ukraine closer to membership in the EU and increases the
competitiveness of Ukrainian business, science and education. English acquires the status of the
language of international communication in Ukraine.

One of the key priorities of the EU’s internal policy is the study of foreign languages, and a

common economic space is impossible without a common linguistic space. Therefore, knowledge
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of English will promote Ukrainian national interests on the world stage, effectively interact with
foreign partners, and integrate Ukrainian education and culture into the European educational and
cultural space.

The main ideas of teaching foreign languages through extracurricular activities as an
important for the formation of students’ foreign communicative competence are represented in the
international official papers — Council of Europe “Common European Framework of Reference for
Languages: Learning, teaching, assessment” [4], the UNESCO report “Developing a Monitoring
Instrument to Measure Extracurricular and Non-formal Activities Which Promote Global
Citizenship Education and Education for Sustainable Development” [1], and in the national
regulatory documents — the Law of Ukraine “On the Use of the English Language in Ukraine” [17],
the Law of Ukraine “On Out-0f-School Education” [18].

However, online learning during the pandemic has greatly impacted students, making it
difficult to understand the materials provided by the teacher. The research results [6] have indicated
that students need to learn English not only in the lessons of the institutions of secondary education
but also outside the classroom in the institutions of non-formal education to encounter a lack of
understanding of English lessons.

Aim and tasks. The aim of the article is to analyze the role of extracurricular activities
interactive extracurricular activities in improving the foreign language communicative competence
of students of secondary and out-of-school education.

Research methods. To implement the research objectives, the following theoretical
methods were used: content analysis and generalization of scientific research to determine the role
of extracurricular activities interactive extracurricular activities in improving the foreign language
communicative competence of students of secondary and out-of-school education, systematization
and comparison of theoretical data to identify the criteria and indicators of students’ foreign
language communicative competence.

Research results. Our research is based on the essential findings of S. Marliasari and R.
Oktaviani, who have confirmed a correlation between joining non-formal education and the
achievement of English language learners. Due to the fact that non-formal education is flexible and
practical, it can help students improve their English language skills and understand English better.
In addition, educators of institutions of non-formal education have the freedom to choose teaching
methods that match students’ needs. So it makes the learning process more exciting, entertaining,
active, and easy to understand. In addition, scholars have focused on the student’s motivation as a
crucial factor in learning English that affects students’ English language achievement. The teacher
should encourage students to read more, watch English movies, listen to English songs, improve

their vocabulary, and practice more [9].
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According to the survey of the Kyiv International Institute of Sociology, conducted as a part
of the “Transformation of Communications!” project, with the support of the United States Agency
for International Development (USAID) at the request of the Ministry of Digital Transformation of
Ukraine [20], the motives of learning a foreign language are divided into two groups. The first
group characterizes the quality of life (leisure, videos, music, travel, exciting tasks). The second has
a more pragmatic orientation (money, career, work duties, etc.). There is a parity of their
importance for Ukrainians since 68 % of respondents choose motivation related to the quality of
life, and 70 % of respondents prefer pragmatic incentives. However, for those who need to learn a
foreign language (regardless of the desire), pragmatic incentives are somewhat more important than
the motivation of “increasing the quality of life”).

According to the research data, every second child (51 %) learns English within the
educational institution, another 27 % learn it outside the educational institution, and 22 % do not.
93 % of surveyed Ukrainians want their child to learn and improve their level of English. As
sociologists noted, this indicator does not significantly depend on the article, the level of English
knowledge, the time spent learning English, and the desire among parents to learn it. Of the 93 % of
parents mentioned, 37 % are sure it will completely change their child's life. Another 55 % of
parents believe that improving English language knowledge will positively impact the child’s
future.

For that reason, in the context of our research, extracurricular activities and non-formal
education are crucial. They have great opportunities for students to develop competencies in
cultural diversity, non-violence, and gender equality; foster active citizenship, intercultural
cooperation, and understanding of global issues; promote values and practices of sustainable living
and environmental awareness; enhance personal growth and self-esteem; and encourage reflexive,
and critical thinking skills to empower youth effectively [1].

Moreover, recent research emphasizes the complementary role of formal and non-formal
learning in mastering communicative competence through interactive extracurricular activities in
institutions of out-of-school education [7].

According to the research findings of K. Hnatyk and K. Fodor, the innovative approach to
learning a foreign language will depend on individual learning styles and goals [15]. In addition,
implementing these approaches has its own characteristics, which are reflected in different aspects
of the organization of the educational process of studying foreign languages, will promote students’
communicative competence based on the following principles:

e Interactivity is aimed at increasing the level of interactivity between the teacher and the

student and between the students themselves. The latest interactive technologies, such as interactive
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whiteboards, e-textbooks, and video communication applications, may increasingly appear in
educational institutions.

e Contextual study uses real-life contexts and situations, allowing students to gain practical
experience in communicating with native speakers.

e Person-oriented education focuses on students' individual needs and interests. For this
purpose, personalized techniques and enabling programs are used so that each student can learn
according to one’s level of knowledge and individual needs.

e Individualization is focused on the student’s personal needs. Different learning tools allow
students to work with materials conveniently and conveniently.

e Focusing on communication skills in learning foreign languages helps acquire all commu-
nicative skills, such as speaking, listening, reading, and writing. Educational programs aim to allow
language learners to use a foreign language in real-life situations.

e Technologies (multimedia tools, video, and audio materials) help students achieve pro-
gress in learning foreign languages due to the access to different digital resources.

e Gamification provides the most effective and exciting form of learning.

In general, extracurricular activities are an essential addition to formal education,
contributing to deeper language acquisition and providing a balanced approach to developing

language skills.
Table 1

Criteria and Indicators of Extracurricular Activities on the Formation of Students’ Foreign
Communicative Competence

Criteria of extracurricular Indicator of the formation of
activities students’ foreign communicative competence

Speaking practice Extracurricular activities such as role-playing or speaking clubs
provide opportunities for students to practice speaking in a non-
formal environment that helps reduce communication anxiety.

Social interaction Participating in group activities encourages students to interact
with each other, which helps develop communication skills,
interaction skills, and teamwork.

Motivation Extracurricular activities make learning more interesting and
fun, which can increase students’ motivation to learn foreign
languages.

Cultural Awareness Extracurricular activities involve raising students’ understanding
of the influence our culture has on how people communicate

Different teaching Extracurricular activities can include a variety of teaching

strategies methods and strategies that provide a personalized approach for
students.

Critical thinking  and Involving in extracurricular activities related to decision-making

creativity and problem-solving helps students develop these important soft
skills.

Self-confidence Extracurricular activities can help students become more

confident in their language use, as they can apply it in different
life situations.
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Developing criteria and indicators of the impact of extracurricular activities on the formation
of students’ foreign communicative competence, we based on H. Zadilska’s study, which examines
the role of extracurricular activities in developing students’ communication skills and emphasizes
the importance of interactive approaches and practical tasks [24].

As a result, we summarized the criteria and indicators of extracurricular activities on the
formation of students’ foreign communicative competence presented in the table below (Table 1).

The essential findings for our research are found in the works of Wei Cheng, who analyzes
the role of the English-speaking club and claims that it conducts a wide range of activities and has
been shown to increase the student's social circle. This is achieved mainly by actively exchanging
English language learning experiences, utilizing the school’s teaching resources, and ensuring that
English language learning appeals to the student’s interests and practical application. The scholar
focuses on three aspects of the role of English-speaking clubs for students [13, p.31-32].

1) Improving students’ English language proficiency. The English-speaking club helps
students improve their English by creating a supportive environment where members share
knowledge, learn from each other, and access more learning resources. Due to modern technology
and frequent communication, they improve their English language skills, create a positive
environment for language learning, and improve their ability to switch between their mother tongue
and English, ultimately improving fluency and overall language standards.

2) Enhancing students’ basic English literacy skills. English literacy involves effectively
using the language for personal growth and social development. In addition to improving
communication skills, knowing English is essential for self-improvement and participation in
various social environments. Structured within the school system, the English-speaking club acts
more like a social group, offering members a practical platform that reflects society. This allows
students to improve their literacy and fluency in English constantly.

3) Integrating teaching resources. The English-speaking club is a school-recognized student
organization that the school strongly supports. The school provides resources such as facilities,
teachers, and teaching aids and assigns teachers based on the frequency of classes, teacher-student
interactions, and teachers’ experience in implementing educational reforms.

A similar scientific point has been made by Y. Anggi and N. Rohmani, who investigated the
important role of the English Club in overcoming students’ common language learning challenges,
such as lack of motivation, anxiety, and vocabulary comprehension issues. We agree with their
study that the English Club encourages students’ motivation and engagement in learning foreign
languages and improves language proficiency, self-assurance, and autonomy. The collaborative
atmosphere of the club fosters active learning, self-directed learning, and the growth of critical

thinking and communication abilities in both teachers and students [2].
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The most popular modern methods of learning languages, according to O. Kaniuk’s
research, are the following:

e The communicative method focuses on forming communicative competence, the ability to
constructively use language in real-life situations.

e Collaborative learning technology, i.e., working in a pair or group, which helps to estab-
lish contact and work in a team, to produce a collective decision and, as a result, to interact during
the lesson actively;

e Using modern authentic educational materials, which helps to improve the skills of pro-
fessional reading in a foreign language and information processing;

e Applying the principle of situational case study or role-play, which develops in students
the ability to lead a discussion and argue answers.

e Method of projects or thematic studies, which increase general motivation, as students
study topics of interest and acquire skills in searching, analyzing, and synthesizing the information
they find [19, p. 120-121].

The obtained results have shown that the interactive activities of English-speaking clubs
promote the formation of students’ communicative competence due to the well-organized
educational process, exciting content, and appropriate forms and methods. The content of
extracurricular activities is based on students’ interests to encourage active participation, promote
creative self-expression, and help students improve their communicative competence in English. In
addition, the forms and methods of extracurricular work should meet the student’s needs in learning
English and increase their enthusiasm and motivation.

Discussion. Based on the research that has been carried out (Stavytska I. V., Kutsenok N.
M., Yamshynska N. V., Kriukova Ye. S. [12], the issue of creating a positive learning environment
for the combination of formal and non-formal education for the formation of students’ foreign
language competence of students is complex and multifaceted. In addition, using extracurricular
activities helps teachers to engage students, avoid disruptive behaviour, and help students discover
and improve their competencies more interactively and engagingly [10].

Moreover, national research by L. Hapon [8] has confirmed that extracurricular activities are
crucial in teaching school students English as a foreign language by enhancing language learning,
providing practical application of language skills, and fostering a more engaging and interactive
learning environment. These activities can help students develop their language proficiency,
cultural awareness, and communication skills outside the traditional classroom setting, making
learning more enjoyable and effective. Incorporating extracurricular activities in language education
can contribute significantly to primary school students’ language acquisition and academic

development.
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Most scholars (Desti Aryanti, Ardayati Ardayati, & Hamdan Hamdan) highlighted the vital
role in forming students’ communicative competence by playing English club: improve students’
pronunciation, expand their English vocabulary, make them more confident and more interested in
learning English, and increase students’ motivation. In addition, the English club is one of the most
convenient, fun, and best places suitable for students to communicate in English. However,
researchers found several difficulties for students learning English through extracurricular activities.
These challenges are categorized into two factors, namely linguistic and non-linguistic factors.
Linguistic factors include lack of vocabulary, poor pronunciation, lack of grammatical knowledge,
and non-fluency. Non-linguistic factors include a lack of confidence, feelings of fear, less support,
nervousness, and less motivation [5].

Conclusion. Analyzing recent studies and legislative documents, it is possible to conclude
that the English language makes it possible to communicate with the whole world and to learn about
innovations and discoveries in all fields of science and culture. The adoption of the Law of Ukraine
“On the Use of the English Language in Ukraine” (2024) is a new opportunity for the professional
development of Ukrainians to compete on the global market and achieve goals, as well as a solid
signal to the world about the clear intention of Ukraine to join the global English-speaking space.
Accordingly, learning English at educational institutions is essential to Ukraine’s integration into
the international community.

The data obtained represent the objectives of extracurricular work: to consolidate, enrich,
and deepen the students’ knowledge acquired during school study and apply it to practice [3].
Extracurricular work provides an opportunity to develop children’s interests, abilities, and needs,
independently learn about the world around them, and improve relationships between people. It
ensures that schoolchildren spend interesting and valuable free time. Besides, there are enough
opportunities for students’ creative self-expression in extracurricular work,

In summary, extracurricular activities in learning a foreign language have significant
educational and developmental importance for students. This work deepens the knowledge of
foreign languages, promotes students’ creativity, and increases their motivation to study the
language and culture of another country. Since extracurricular work is a logical continuation of
class work, it allows students to use knowledge of foreign languages to communicate. Exciting
forms of extracurricular activities (English-speaking clubs, watching films, making cartoons, role-
playing, puzzles, quests, etc.) help to create a solid foundation for learning English and become a
significant means of achieving learning goals.

This research confirms previous findings and contributes to our understanding of the

formation of students’ foreign communicative competence through digital resources.
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Anna boiiko,

KaHouoam neoazociunux HayK, Cmapuuil O0CHiOHUK,
Inemumym npobaem suxosanuss HAITH Ykpainu,

M. Kuis

IHTEPAKTUBHA ITO3AKJIACHA POBOTA'Y ®OPMYBAHHI
IHIMOMOBHOI KOMYHIKATUBHOI KOMIIETEHTHOCTI YYHIB
3AKJIAJIB 3AT'AJIBHOI CEPEJHBOI TA NO3AIIKIVIBHOI OCBITH

Anomauia. 3 2024 poxy auenivicoxa moea Habyia cmamycy MOGU MINCHADOOHO20 CRIIKVEAHHSA 8
Vikpaini. Busuennsa aneniicokoi Mou € 6axdciueum Kpokom 0o immezpauii Yxpainu 6 midcHapooHe
cnismosapucmeo. Cmamms — npucesiuena npoonemi  (OPMYSAHHST  [HUOMOBHOI  KOMYHIKAMUGHOL
KOMREemeHmHOCMI Y4UHIE 3aK1A0I6 3a2abHOI cepeOHbol ma No3awKIiIbHol 0C8imu.

Memorw cmammi € auaniz iHMepakmueHol No3akiacHoi pobomu y hopmyeanui IHUWOMOEHOT
KOMYHIKAMUBHOI KOMNEMEeHmMHOCMI VYHIE 3aKaa0ie 3a2aibHOI cepeOnbol ma no3aukiiehol oceimu. s
peanizayii 3a80anb O0CHIOJNHCEHHS OVIU BUKOPDUCMAHI MAKI Meopemuyni Memoou, K KOHMeH-aHali3 mda
V3A2AIbHEHHS  HAVKOBUX OOCHIONCeHb 3 Memol GU3HAYEHHA OCHOBHUX NPUHUUNIE ma Memooig
IHmepakxmueHol noszaxaacrol pobomu v opmMyeanHi THUOMOSHOI KOMVHIKAMUBHOI KOMNEMeHmHOCHI
3aK1a016 3a2a/bHOI cepeOHbol ma NO3AUWKIIbHOI 0CEIMU, CUCMEMAamU3ayii ma NOPIGHAHHS MeopPemuyHUux
Oauux 3 Memow GUABIEHHS Kpumepiie ma MNOKA3HUKIE (OPMYBAHHA [HUOMOBHOI KOMYHIKAMUBHOT
KOMNemeHmHoCmi Y4HI6 3aK1a0i8 3a2a1bHOI cepeOHbol ma NO3AWKIIbHOL 0C8Imi.

Busnaueno ocrHoeHi npunyunu, memoou, Kpumepii ma NOKAZHUKU I[HMepaKmueHol No3aKidcHOl
pobomu v hopmyeanHi iHULOMOBHOI KOMYHIKAMUBHOI KOMIEMEHMHOCII 3aKIa0i8 3a2albHol cepedHbol ma
NoO3aWKINLHOL 0c8imu. 3pobaieHo 8UCHOBOK NPO me, Wo NO3AKIACHA POOOMA 3 BUBYEHHS IHO3EMHOI MOGU MAE
8adicIUBe BUX0BHE MA PO3BUBANIbHE 3HAYEHHs OJIs1 VYHIB, NO2NUOMIOE 3HAHHSL 3 IHO3EMHOI MOBU, CHpUsE
PO3BUMKY MBOPUOCI VUHIG, RIOBUULYE MOMUBAUIID 00 BUGYEHHS MOBU MA KVIAbMYPU THUOL Kpaitu.

Ipaxmuuna 3nauywicmes O00CAIONCEHHS NOAA2AE 8 MOMY, WO U020 Mamepianu MoXCymb Oymu
BUKODUCIAHT Ol PO3DOOKU HABUANLHUX NPOSPAM RO3AWKIILHOL oceimu, 6 cucmemi npogeciinoi
nio2omosKu ma nepeniozomosKku neda2o2iYHux NPAuiGHUKIE, y neda2o2iutitl NPaKmuyl cmyoesmis 3akiaois
suwoi ocgimu mowo. Ompumani pe3yibmamu CmMeopiolomb OCHO8Y 0Jisl NOOANLUIUX HAVKOGUX OOCIIONCEHD,
AKI Maomb Oymu npucesiueHi po3pobyi epekmusHuUx mexHon02it (opMy8aHHs M SKUX HABUHOK VUHIE Y
3aK1a0ax NO3AWKIILHOL 0Cc8Imu.

Knrouoei cnosa: inuiomosHa KOMYHIKAMUBHA KOMREMEHMHICMb, NO3AKIACHA pobOma, aueniticoka
Mo8a, HehopmanvbHa oceima, 3aK1a0U NO3AWKIILHOL 0CEIMU, 342aIbHA CEPeOHs OCBIMA.

Crartsa Hamidnuia 1o penakiii 29.08.2024.
Crartsa npuiinara go myosikaiii 13.09.2024.
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