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Abstract. The article presents the results of a comparative study, which aim is to analyze the
organizational aspects of social work with youth in the UK (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland) and Ukraine, based on the following parameters: definition of youth; youth policy and legislation;
social work; youth and representation; youth work as a profession. The defined parameters are based on
analytical materials from the Youth Policy Labs (Berlin, Germany).

The main research methods were identified as: comparative analysis of foreign and Ukrainian
sources on social work; materials from official portals of international social work organizations
(International Federation of Social Workers); regulatory documents on social work; generalization and
systematization of data.

The research is based on youth social work strategies in the UK (Positive for Youth: A New
Approach to Cross-Government Policy for Young People aged 13 to 19; Youth Policies in the UK (England)
— 2019; Our Ambitions for Improving the Life Chances of Young People in Scotland: National Youth Work
Strategy 2014-2019; Youth Work Strategy for Wales, Children and Young People’s Strategy 2020-2030;
Children’s Services Co-operation Act (Northern lIreland)) and Ukrainian strategies and laws (Laws of
Ukraine: “On the Basic Principles of Youth Policy”, “On Social Work with Families, Children and Youth”;
“On Social Services”, National Youth Strategy until 2030).

It is summarized that social work with youth is an essential field in both countries, regulated by
international and national normative documents that define the principles of social work, rights, and
obligations of social workers. In social work with youth in Ukraine and the UK, youth organizations
implementing youth policy play a significant role. At the same time, there are significant differences in social
work between the two countries. Ukraine’s broader definition of youth (up to 35 years) represents a
distinctive feature of social work in Ukraine. At the same time, the main difference is that social work in
Ukraine adapts and responds to significant challenges caused by the Russian-Ukrainian war.

Key words: social work with youth in the Great Britain (the United Kingdom), social work with
youth in Ukraine, youth policy, youth work, international social work.
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Introduction. Ukrainian social work is developing within the context of global and pan-
European trends, adopting the general principles and priorities of international social work and the
progressive experiences of other European countries in this field. At the same time, Ukrainian social
workers have unique experience providing social support during wartime. Therefore, a comparative
study of social work with youth in the United Kingdom (official name — United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland) (the UK) and Ukraine is highly relevant.

The theoretical foundation of the study is based on works dedicated to the conceptual
foundations of social work in Ukraine (O. Bezpalko, I. Ivanova, T. Kunytsia, V. Panok, N. Seiko,
V. Shakhray, T. Fedorchenko, and others); research on international social work (M. Lukashevych,
T. Semihina, Z. Petrochko, and others); and works by foreign scholars and social work

professionals (Catherine Kendall, James Midgley, Tony Tripodi, and Miriam Potocky-Tripodi,
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Lynne Healy) [14].

Aim and tasks. The purpose of the article is to briefly present the results of a comparative
study on the organizational aspects of social work with youth in the United Kingdom and Ukraine.

The task of the research is to present the results of the comparative study based on the
following parameters:

e Definition of youth.

e Policy & legislation. Social work.

e Youth & representation.

e Youth work as a profession.

The identified parameters are based on analytical materials from Youth Policy Labs (Berlin,
Germany) [9].

Research methods. The main research methods are defined as: comparative analysis of
foreign and Ukrainian sources on social work, materials from official sources and web portals of
international social work organizations (International Federation of Social Workers); regulatory
documents on social work, generalization and systematization of data.

The research is based on youth social work strategies in the UK (Positive for Youth: A New
Approach to Cross-Government Policy for Young People aged 13 to 19; Youth Policies in the UK
(England) — 2019; Our Ambitions for Improving the Life Chances of Young People in Scotland:
National Youth Work Strategy 2014-2019; Youth Work Strategy for Wales; Children and Young
People’s Strategy 2020-2030; Children’s Services Co-operation Act (Northern Ireland)) and
Ukrainian strategies and laws (Laws of Ukraine: “On the Basic Principles of Youth Policy”, “On
Social Work with Families, Children and Youth”; “On Social Services”, National Youth Strategy
until 2030).

Research results. The summarized materials for the defined comparison parameters are in
the table below (Table 1).

We will present a comparative description of organizational aspects of social work with
youth in the United Kingdom and Ukraine according to certain parameters.

Definitions of youth

The definitions of youth in the United Kingdom vary. The cross-cutting basis of youth
policy Positive for Youth [6] defines youth as persons aged 13 to 19. In England, there is no single
age range for youth policy. The Scottish National Youth Work Strategy (Our ambitions for
improving the life chances of young people in Scotland. National Youth Work Strategy 2014-2019)
[5] and the Youth Work Strategy for Wales [7] apply to young people aged 11 to 25 years. The
Children and Young People's Strategy of Northern Ireland (Children and Young People's Strategy

2020-2030) [3] adheres to the principles of cooperation of children's services (Children’s Services
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Co-operation Act (Northern Ireland)) [4], the relevant law defines children and youth as persons
under 18 years of age. However, the Strategy recognizes that “there may be different definitions of
a child or young person in policy and service delivery” (concerning youth work, for example,
extending to 25 years). Thus, there are two main definitions:

13-19 years (Positive for Youth);

11-25 years (Youth Work Strategy for Wales).
Table 1

Organizational aspects of social work with youth in the United Kingdom and Ukraine

Parameter

Youth work / social work with
youth in Ukraine

Youth work / social work with youth in
the United Kingdom

Definitions of youth

Youth - young persons - persons
aged 14 to 35 years who are
citizens of Ukraine, foreigners and
stateless persons legally staying in
Ukraine (On the Basic Principles of

The definition of youth in the United
Kingdom varies. England, Scotland,
Northern Ireland, and Wales have
different youth policy strategies.

- Persons aged 13 to 19 years (Positive

Representation

(NMRU) (protection and
representation of youth interests
through consolidation and
development of democratic youth
organizations in Ukraine).

NMRU acquired the status of a full
member of the European Youth
Forum.

Youth Policy). for Youth)
- Persons aged 11 to 25 years (Youth
Work Strategy for Wales).
Policy & Basics of youth policy of the United Nations, Council of Europe.
Legislation. European Youth Forum.
Social work Commonwealth Youth Council.
Laws of Ukraine: “On the Basic Youth policies in the United Kingdom
Principles of Youth Policy”, “On (England);
Social Work with Families, Civil society strategy: building a future
Children and Youth”; “On Social that works for everyone;
Services”, National Youth Strategy | Our ambitions for improving the life
until 2030. chances of young people in Scotland.
National Youth Work Strategy 2014-
2019;
Youth Work Strategy for Wales;
Children’s Services Co-operation Act
(Northern Ireland).
Law “On Children and Social Work”.
Youth & National Youth Council of Ukraine | The British Youth Council (BYC) runs

campaigns such as Votes at 16,

UK Youth Parliament and UK Young
Ambassadors.

BYC is a full member of the European
Youth Forum and the Commonwealth
Youth Council.

Youth work

In Ukraine, youth work is
professional; a professional
standard for the profession “Youth
Specialist (Youth Worker)” is
approved; since 2014, the Ministry
of Youth and Sports of Ukraine has
launched a Youth Worker Training
Program.

In the United Kingdom, youth work is an
officially recognized profession. National
Occupational Standards for Youth Work
operate throughout the United Kingdom,
defining common approaches while
allowing for differences between the four
countries in their approach to youth work.
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In Ukraine, youth — young persons — are persons aged 14 to 35 who are citizens of Ukraine,
foreigners, and stateless persons legally staying in Ukraine [12]. The National Youth Strategy until
2030 [11] aims to “create opportunities for youth living in Ukraine to be competitive, participate in
society, and consciously contribute to its further development”.

Therefore, there are differences in the definition of youth, one of the factors of the
specificity of social work in the United Kingdom and Ukraine.

Policy & Legislation. Social work

First, it is worth noting the standard foundations of youth policy in the United Kingdom and
Ukraine, which comprise the youth policy foundations of the United Nations (UN) and the Council
of Europe. The British Youth Council (BYC) and the National Youth Council of Ukraine (NMRU)
are full members of the European Youth Forum.

In the United Kingdom, youth policy is primarily the responsibility of decentralized
governments. However, in 2011, several government departments published a UK-wide policy
framework “Positive for Youth: A New Approach to Cross-Government Policy for Young People
aged 13 to 19”.

Social work with youth in the UK is an important field aimed at supporting and developing
adolescents and youth, creating favourable conditions for their self-realization and well-being. The
regulatory foundations of social work in the UK comprise several documents, including the Law
“On Children and Social Work”, which defines the rights and obligations of social workers, as well
as establishes mechanisms for control and responsibility. Youth organizations play a significant role
in social work with youth, implementing youth programs and projects, and participating in the
implementation of youth policy.

In Ukraine, under the conditions of the Russian-Ukrainian war, youth policy is being
reformed. In particular, the Law “On the Basic Principles of Youth Policy” [12] and the National
Youth Strategy until 2030 [11] have been adopted. Among the main challenges in youth
development in Ukraine, the National Youth Strategy until 2030 identifies: “demographic changes
taking place in Ukraine”; “challenges in the field of national security, lack of personal security”;
“armed aggression of the Russian Federation”. In the field of social work in this context, the Laws
“On Social Work with Families, Children and Youth” [13] and “On Social Services” are in effect.

Therefore, there are standard international foundations of the youth policy of the United
Kingdom and Ukraine, as well as national differences (peculiarities of policy and legislation).

Youth & Representation

Great opportunities for youth participation are being created in the United Kingdom. The
British Youth Council (BYC) is the central organization of over 200 national and local youth

organizations that support young people to “influence and inform decisions that affect their lives™.
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Member organizations elect an annual board of young trustees (aged 16 to 25) who manage all
policy and strategic decisions. BYC runs campaigns such as Votes at 16, and participation programs
such as the UK Youth Parliament and UK Young Ambassadors. BYC is a full member of the
European Youth Forum [1] and the Commonwealth Youth Council [2].

The main goal of the National Youth Council of Ukraine (NMRU) is to protect and
represent the interests of youth through the consolidation and development of democratic youth
organizations in Ukraine. In addition, NMRU lists the following objectives:

e Uniting the youth of Ukraine;

e Protecting rights and representing the interests of youth and youth organizations of
Ukraine at national and international levels;

e Involving youth in decision-making processes at local, national and international levels;

e Engaging youth in active civic activities and others.

Members of NMRU are youth public organizations and regional youth councils. In 2021,
NMRU became a full member of the European Youth Forum.

Consequently, in the United Kingdom and Ukraine, opportunities are being created for
youth participation, which is embodied in the activities of youth councils and youth organizations.

Youth work

In the United Kingdom, youth work is an officially recognized profession. Moreover, the
Youth Work National Occupational Standards (2019) operate throughout the United Kingdom,
defining common approaches while allowing for differences between the four countries in their
approach to youth work. In England, the National Youth Agency (NYA) is the national body for
youth work and the professional statutory regulatory body. It sets national frameworks for youth
work and qualifications for youth work, distinguishing between young workers and experienced
youth workers. In Scotland, YouthLink Scotland is the national youth work agency that represents
over 100 youth organizations, collaborates with the government on policy issues, and conducts
independent research. In Northern Ireland, youth work is covered by the Department of Education
and the policy document “Priorities for Youth: Improving Young People’s Lives through Youth
Work”. The Youth Work Strategy for Wales is the main policy document on youth work in Wales.
It provides an overview of the Welsh government's understanding of youth work and sets goals for
sector development.

In Ukraine, according to the Law of Ukraine “On the Basic Principles of Youth Policy”
[12], youth work is defined as “activities aimed at involving children and youth in public life, car-
ried out by children and youth, together with children and youth or in the interests of children and
youth through tools of joint decision-making”.

In 2014, the Ministry of Youth and Sports of Ukraine launched a Training program for
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youth workers, which aims to: improve the knowledge and competence of youth leaders and spe-
cialists of the youth sector for effective development and implementation of evidence-based local
and regional youth policy; promote effective dialogue between state authorities and civil society
organizations for youth development in Ukraine.

The youth worker training program continues to operate in the conditions of the Russian-
Ukrainian war. In 2023, the National Qualifications Agency approved the professional standard for
the profession of “Youth Specialist (Youth Worker).”

As a result, youth work is an official profession in the United Kingdom and Ukraine, rele-
vant professional standards are in force, and youth workers are trained.

Discussion. Youth work/social work with youth in the UK and Ukraine has standard fea-
tures, particularly regarding youth policy, youth participation, and more. At the same time, the main
differences are due to the Russian-Ukrainian war and its significant social risks.

Sociological research data confirm these conclusions. Since 2015, at the request of the Min-
istry of Youth and Sports of Ukraine, an annual study of the state of youth has been conducted, in-
cluding socio-economic status, values, and preferences. In 2022, the Cedos Analytical Center and
the Info Sapiens Research Agency, with the support of the United Nations Population Fund (UN-
FPA) and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), conducted a study on «The Im-
pact of War on the Youth of Ukrainey [10].

The focus of the study was on the following aspects:

e Young people's perception of the current situation.

e War losses and plans for a full-scale invasion.

e The position of vulnerable groups concerning a full-scale invasion.

e Vision of security conditions of Ukraine.

e Youth participation in public and political life [10].

The study data shows that overall, 82 % of young people reported losses due to the war. “It
can be assumed that 18 % of respondents who did not report losses from the war are unaware of
them or consider their losses insignificant compared to the losses of other people, as stress and eco-
nomic factors likely affected everyone,” the report states [10]. Such data confirm the need for social
support of Ukrainian youth, which determines the specificity of social work in Ukraine.

Conclusion. The results of the comparative study of organizational aspects of social work
with youth in the United Kingdom and Ukraine, based on the defined parameters, allow us to
summarize the following.

Differences in the definition of youth: In Ukraine, the definition of youth is more precise:
youth — young persons — persons aged 14 to 35 [12]; in the United Kingdom, the meaning of youth

differs, in England, Scotland, Northern Ireland, and Wales, where different youth policy strategies
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are in place. There are two definitions of youth in the United Kingdom: persons aged 13 to 19
(Positive for Youth) and persons aged 11 to 25 (Youth Work Strategy for Wales).

Common foundations of youth policy in the United Kingdom and Ukraine comprise the
foundations of youth policy of the UN and the Council of Europe. In particular, the British Youth
Council (BYC) and the National Youth Council of Ukraine (NYCU) are full members of the
European Youth Forum, participate in Council of Europe projects, and embrace European values.
However, distinctive features of youth policy are also present, as reflected in national youth
strategies.

There are similar approaches to youth work as a profession: in the United Kingdom and
Ukraine, youth work is an official profession, relevant professional standards are in place, and
youth workers are trained.

In general, social work with youth is an essential field in both countries, regulated by
normative documents defining social work principles, rights, and obligations of social workers. In
social work with youth in Ukraine and the United Kingdom, youth organizations that participate in
implementing youth policy and volunteer organizations play a significant role. However, there are
significant differences in social work between the two countries. Ukraine’s broader definition of
youth (up to 35 years) represents a distinctive feature of social work in Ukraine. At the same time,
the main difference is that social work in Ukraine adapts and responds to significant challenges
caused by the Russian-Ukrainian war.
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Onexcanop J/lumoesuenko,

acnipaum,

Inemumym npoonem euxosannss HAIIH Yxpainu,
M. Kuis

OPIAHIBALIMHI ACHEKTH COIIAJILHOI POBOTH 3 MOJIOJIIO V BEJIMKIA
BPUTAHII (CHOJTYYEHOMY KOPOJIIBCTBI) TA YKPAIHI: HOPIBHSIJIbHUI
AHAJII3

Anomauia. Mamepianu cmammi npeocmagiawmy pe3yibmamyu  HOPIGHAILHOZ0 OOCIONCEHHS,
Memoro K020 0y8 anani3 opeanizayiliHux acnekmie coyianbhoi pobomu 3 Moa000t0 y Benuxiti bpumanii
(opiyinna nazea — Cnonyuene Koponiecmeo Benukxoi Bpumanii ma ITieniunoi Ipaandii) ma Yxpaini 3a
MAKUMU NAPaAMempamu: USHAYEHHs MO00I; MONIOOIdCHA noximuka i 3axonooaecmeo. Coyianena poboma,
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MONOOb [ MPeoCmasHuymeo, Moa00icha poboma Ak npogecis. Y ocHo8y GusHaueHux napamempis
nokiaoero auvanimuyuni mamepianu Jlabopamopii monooisxcuoi nonimuxu (Youth Policy Labs) (Bepnin,
Himeuyuna).

OcnosHumu mMemooamu OOCTIONCEHHS GUSHAYEHO: NOPIGHAIbHULL AHANI3 3apYOIdICHUX, VKPAIHCOKUX
Oofcepen i3 coyianbHoi pobomu, mamepianie oQiyiliHux NOpmManie MidCHAPOOHUX OpP2aHi3ayiltl COYianbHi
pobomu (Mixcnapoona gedepayis coyianenux npayienuxie (IFSW); nopmamuenux O0OoKyMeHnmis ujo0o
coyianvHoi pobomu,; y3a2anbHeHHs: I CUCIeMamu3ayis OaHUX.

Hocniosxcennsa 0Oazyemovca Ha cmpamezisix coyianvHoi pobomu 3 monodow y CnoayueHomy
Kopouniscmsi (Positive for Youth. A new approach to cross-government policy for young people aged 13 to
19; Youth policies in the United Kingdom (England); Our ambitions for improving the life chances of young
people in Scotland. National Youth Work Strategy 2014-2019; Youth Work Strategy for Wales; Children and
Young People’s Strategy 2020-2030; Children’s Services Co-operation Act (Northern Ireland) ma
VKpAiHCcbKux cmpameeisnx, 3akonax (3axonu Yrpainu: «llpo ocnosni 3acadu monoodixcnoi norimuxuy, «Ilpo
coyianvHy pobomy 3 cim’amu, dimoemu ma mMoiooowy,; «llpo coyianvui nocayeuy, Hayionanona monoodisxcna
cmpamezia 0o 2030 poky).

V3aeaneneno, wo coyiarbna poboma 3 MOA000IO € BANHCAUBOW 2ANY3310 8 000X KpaiHax,
PeNaMEHMYEMbCA MIDCHAPOOHUMU MA HAYIOHATbHUMU HOPMAMUGHUMU OOKYMEHMAaMU, W0 GU3HAYAIOMb
NPUHYUNYU COYIanbHOi pobomu, npaga ma 0008'A3KU COYIaNbHUX NpayisHuxie. Y coyianvHiti pobomi 3
Mon000w 8 Yipaini i Cnonyuenomy Koponiecmei 3Hauny poiv 8idiepaioms MONOOINCHI opeaHizayii, aKi
bepymb yuacmo y peanizayii Moa00dixcHoi norimuxu. Boonouac, y coyianvhii pobomi 080X Kpain € 3HAUHI
giominHocmi. Binow wupoxe eusHauenHs monodi 6 Ykpaini (00 35 pokie) 3ymoentoe 3naumy cneyughiky
coyianvHoi pobomu. Boonouac, eonoena 6ioMinHiCmb NoNfA2a€E y MOMY, Wo coyiaivHa poboma 6 YKpaiui
peazye Ha 3HAYHI GUKIUKU, 3YMOBIEHI POCILICbKO-VKPAIHCLKOIO BIlIHOIO.

Knrouoei cnosa: coyianvha poboma 3 monooow y Benuxit bpumarnii (Cnonyuenomy Koponiecmsi),
coyianvHa poboma 3 MOA000W 8 YKpaiwi; MOA00IdCHA NONMUKA; MONOOINCHA pOOOMA; MINCHAPOOHA
coyianvHa poboma.

CratTs Hagiinuia go penakuii 17.08.2024.
Crarra npuitHsaTa o nyomikamii 28.08.2024.



